
There's a place in Dendron that I'll drive to when astronomical
events occur. That little plot of land has been my observation
point for meteor showers, the Milky Way, lunar eclipses and
the like. It’s only an hour from my house, but far enough away
from the bright lights of Hampton Roads. I love looking at the
stars there. From Earth, we only get to see them when
darkness falls. The greater the darkness, the more their beauty
is revealed. In fact stargazers seek out the darkest possible
environment when observing celestial events. It is there that
the stars seem to shine most brightly, testifying to the wonder
of God’s creation.
 
Joy is a product of a life that aligns with God's Word.
Philippians 2:14-15 (NIV) says, “Do everything without
grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless 
and pure, children of God without fault in a warped and
crooked generation. Then you will shine among them like 
stars in the sky.”                                       (continued on page 2)

Philippians Two
Light Shine Bright



What do you complain about the most?

In what ways do “complaining” and “grumbling” steal   
 your joy?

How can you turn your complaints into prayers that   
 direct your heart towards the needs of others?

It's easy to complain when we see this world growing
increasingly dark. Don’t lament though. Rather, enthusiastically
receive this opportunity to show God’s beauty by operating in
the joy of His Spirit. Joy is a small word that makes a huge
difference. The growing darkness of this world provides an
opportunity for us to shine brighter.

The first verses of Philippians 2 are a guide to shining brightly
by living in harmony with others. Since we, as believers, have
received encouragement, comfort, tenderness and
compassion, we can read the ensuing verses as a recipe for
shining brightly in a dark world. Don’t be surprised then, when
you find yourself being watched. Just like stars in the night
sky, people will stop and observe the peculiarity of people
without selfish ambition or vain conceit. They’ll wonder at your
humility and preference for valuing others above yourself. 
People will see your joy when you consider the interest 
of others before your own. Shine like stars in the darkness.
 
Choose joy!
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